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DISABLED SERVICES STRESS PERSONAL GROWTH 


Concordia University has always opened its doors to students with disabilities, and 
remains actively committed to giving each of its 200 disabled students the support they 
need to obtain a university education. 

Special equipment, innovative programs, the use of volunteers, and a human 
concern for everyday problems ensure that disabled students participate in as many 
facets of academic and para-academic life as possible. 

Specifically designed physical facilities (including access ramps and washrooms, 
etc...) are combined with orientation and sign language courses for volunteers, early 
registration, and scheduling and classroom relocation services. Concordia also supplies a 
wide array of auxiliary equipment to provide students with visual, auditory, motor or 
learning problems the help needed to integrate into the larger student population. 

Concordia's Director of Services for Disabled Students, Ann Kerby, who also serves 
as Vice-President of the Québec Association of Learning Disabilities (QALD) and as 
Québec representative on the Board of Directors of the Learning Disabilities Association 
of Canada, says that special workshops on the use of computer equipment, "can open 
doors to employment, education and personal enhancement that disabled students might 


otherwise never access." 


For further information contact ANN KERBY, Director of Disabled Services, at (514) 
848-3501, or (514) 848-3524. 
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CONCORDIA PROFESSOR TRAINS DISABLED TO SCUBA DIVE 


For the past three years Concordia Exercise Science Department Professor Louis 
Jankowski has been teaching disabled athletes to scuba dive. The courses not only 
encourage people to keep in shape, but also provide psychological motivation for disabled 
persons to stay as active as possible. 

Jankowski says gravity is a disabled person's number one enemy. Water sports allow 
them to be physically active in an environment that is free of the strain normally posed 
by their body weight. Water sports thus offer physically impaired people a great 
advantage over traditional activities such as wheelchair basketball, which can easily 
fatigue participants. 

Jankowski's course costs approximately $235 for both indoor and open water dives. 
When completed, participants are certified as scuba divers by the F éderation québecoise 
des activités subaquatiques. The federation is affiliated with la Confederation mondiale 
des activités subaquatiques, the largest and most rigorous association with respect to 
safety standards in the world. 

When not in the water Jankowski teaches courses in Physiology and Therapeutics, 
and is researching the role of exercise for the visually impaired. Jankowski is also 
working with other exercise science and mechanical engineering professors to develop a 


home exercise device designed to satisfy the specific needs of the disabled population. 


For further information contact DR. LOUIS JANKOWSKI at (514) 848-3320. 


USING COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY FOR DISABLED STUDENTS 


Concordia University's Assistant Coordinator of Services for Disabled Students, 
Leo Bissonnette, is a sociologist by profession, but he has become an expert in the area 
of computer technology for the visually-impaired. Bissonnette, who was born visually 
impaired, trains the visually-disabled in computer use and word processing. 

Bissonnette's equipment includes a computer equipped with "Vert," the electronic 
voice that reads whatever is displayed on the computer screen; a braille printer; a 
"Versabraille" machine -- a braille word processor; a "Visualtek", which greatly magnifies 


texts before displaying them on a television screen; a "Perkins", a manual braille 
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typewriter; and audiotapes. 

Bissonnette first began part-time work at Concordia's Services for Disabled 
Students as a technical advisor in 1986. Although he enjoys helping make Concordia more 
accessible to its 200 disabled students, Bissonnette also likes the proximity his job 
provides to his first love, sociology. He has been teaching introductory courses in the 


subject since the summer of '87. 


For further information contact LEO BISSONNETTE, Assistant Coordinator, Services for 
Disabled Students, at (514) 848-3503. 


CONCORDIA RESEARCHER HELPS OVERCOME LOW VISION PROBLEMS 


A joint Concordia-McGill University research project has been helping visually- 
impaired aging adults use their remaining sight more effectively. The project is designed 
to help visually impaired people adjust to life with a visual loss, and to improve their use 
of available services and resources. 

The Concordia project directors are Robert Lambert and Beverley Conrod. 
Lambert, a Concordia mathematical psychologist who is himself blind, does research on 
vision, hearing, and reasoning. Conrod, is a psychologist and a doctoral candidate 
specializing in visual deficits in clinical psychology. 

The research project will define the type of help people need to adjust to vision 
loss, whether it be counselling, special training, or both. It is also designed to find ways 


to improve people's attitudes and feelings about themselves and their vision loss. 


For further information contact DR. ROBERT LAMBERT at (514) 848-2235. 


CONCORDIA UPDATES TECHNICAL SERVICES FOR DISABLED STUDENTS 


Toshiba of Canada Ltd. has donated $30,000 worth of portable lap-top computers to 
Concordia to help disabled students overcome some of the difficulties they face 
obtaining a university degree. The state-of-the-art adaptive computer equipment will be 
used by disabled students on both Concordia campuses for hands-on computer experience, 
as note-taking devices in classrooms and libraries, for computer tutorials, and during 
exams. In addition, Concordia's Centre for Disabled Students will adapt Toshiba's T1000 
with voice synthesizers and T1200 Portable Personal Computers for visually impaired and 


learning disabled students. 
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Dan Ripchensky, Toshiba's National Sales Manager, and Pierre Gauthier, Eastern 
Region District Manager, were so impressed by Dan Lamb, one of Concordia's disabled 
students, that they convinced Toshiba to donate equipment. 

Concordia's current equipment for disabled students includes a recently acquired 
Artic Vision voice synthesizer, an instrument that meets the needs of the greatest 
number of cross-disability groupings, that is, the visually impaired and the learning 
disabled. Other equipment includes four-track variable speed tape recorders, a Versa 
Point braille printer, a personal FM system for the hearing impaired, and a closed 


television "read-write" system from Vtek. 


For further information contact ANN KERBY, Director of Disabled Services, at (514) 
848-3501 or (514) 848-3524. 


CONCORDIA PROFESSOR HELPS MATH STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 


Concordia Mathematics Professor Mary Brian, who herself has multiple sclerosis, 
spends a large part of her professorial life helping students learn math. Her course, 
Elementary Algebra for College students, covers elementary topics in a way that makes 
mathematics more comprehensible to adult learners -- including disabled students, those 
who have been away from the classroom for long periods, and those who demonstrate 
anxiety about learning mathematics. 

Working closely with Concordia's Center for Disabled Students, Brian helps assess 
disabled students' math needs and serves as a forceful advocate for the rights of disabled 


learners. 


For further information call Professor MARY BRIAN at (514) 848-3896 or (514) 848- 
3241. 
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